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ARISS—Contact

Second time’s the charm

From the ARRL:

Youngsters at Maple
Avenue Elementary
School in Goffstown, New
Hampshire, had to wait
an extra week, but on
April 13, they were able
to talk directly via Ama-
teur Radio with Leroy
Chiao, KE5BRW, at the
controls of NA1SS on the
International Space Sta-
tion. Technical problems
cropped up on the origi-
nally scheduled date of
April 5. The Amateur Ra-
dio on the International
Space Station (ARISS)
program was able to re-
schedule the contact for
April 13. Chiao told one
youngster that while
there’s no weather per se
in space, the ISS can
view Earth’'s weather.
The external environment
of space does come into
play, however, in devel-
oping suits for space-

walks, he said.

“We really don’t run into
any kind of environmental
weather or anything like
that,” Chiao explained.
“Of course, outside in
space it's a vacuum and
it's very cold or very hot
depending on whether
you're in the sun or in the
shade. And so those are
factors that we consider
when we design the
spacesuits.”

During the approximately
10-minute  direct VHF
contact, the 20 Maple
Avenue kids ran smoothly
through a list of 20 ques-
tions, and Chiao was al-
most through answering
the last when the ISS got
out of range of ground
station W1SSC, the call
sign of Spaceflight Sys-
tems Corporation Ama-
teur Radio Club in
Nashua. Jim Heedles,

WW1Y, served as the
Earth station control op-
erator for the contact.
Students taking part in
the ARISS contact were
in Georgia Paris© fourth
grade class, who spoke
with NA1SS using Ama-
teur Radio equipment set
up at the school specifi-
cally for the contact with
NALSS.

Responding to another
question, Chiao elabo-
rated on experiments that
have been under way
during his Expedition 10
duty tour. Chiao said the
space station’s goal is to
be a worldwide labora-
tory.

“We've done some inter-
esting experiments on
board,” Chiao said.

“We've done one experi-
ment in  particular--
something called

Walt Wernsing, KO4JN,
reports that the double-
extended ZEPP has been
reworked at the Club Sta-
tion at the Stony Moun-
tain Activity Center.

Members contributing
their time were Bob
Delwiche KD4OKT, Mi-
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chael Parente, AI4GR
Joe Kloiber, W8NBX,Ed
Booth, KT4US and Walt
Wernsing, KO4JN.

Thanks, guys, for your
help and hard work.

KD4OKT, KT4US, W8NBX, KO4JN



