
We all use the re-
peaters atop Bear-
wallow, but have you 
wondered what it’s 
like up there?   
 
Walk up the wood-
land road at the end 
of Bearwallow Moun-
tain Road. The trek is 
pleasant in itself with 
lots of wildflowers 
and songbirds.  The 
road soon opens to a 
wonderful Appala-
chian high meadow, 
hundreds of yards 
across. There’s an 
old fire lookout tower. 
At more than 4200 
feet, the breeze is 
cool and the view of 
surrounding moun-
tains, towns and 
countryside is unob-

structed in all direc-
tions. Adding a bu-
colic touch is a small 
herd of cattle munch-
ing on the grass and 
softly lowing. 

 
Look past the cows 
and the scene be-
comes high-tech.  
There are several 
large white dish an-
tennas and oodles of 
verticals and beams, 

each sited near a 
small hut that houses 
the RF equipment.  
One can almost 
sense the many con-
versations whizzing 
back and forth. 
 
To visit, drive up (and 
up and up) Bearwal-
low Mtn. Rd., almost 
to the top. A gate on 
the right marks the 
start of the gravel 
road to the repeaters. 
The walk up the road 
is only about a mile, 
but at that altitude 
the air is thin, so take 
it slowly.  The photo 
shows Kathleen 
(KI4GQZ) and grand-
son Austin celebrat-
ing their ascent. 
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2004 ARRL Maxim Memorial Award Announced 
The Board honored Re-
becca Rich, KB0VVT, of 
Raytown, Missouri, as the 
recipient of the 2004 
ARRL Hiram Percy 
Maxim Memorial Award.  
 
The Hiram Percy Maxim 
Memorial Award goes an-

nually to an amateur un-
der age 21 who hascon-
tributed in an exemplary 
manner to both the Ama-
teur Radio community 
and the local community.  
 
A rising senior at Ray-
town South High School, 

Rich, 17, is president of her 
school©s National Honor Soci-
ety chapter and maintains a 
4.0 grade point average 
while taking an accelerated 
course of study. 
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