
After 2 months of dry, beau-
tiful weather, six members 
of BRARC met to raise an 
antenna. You guessed it! By 
the time the wires topped 
the mast, 
the sky 
opened.  
Wind!  
Rain! Elec-
trons!  We 
had it all. 
 
Ronnie, 
K2SST con-
structed the 
antenna 
from a de-
sign in the 
ARRL An-
tenna Com-
pendium.  It 
is a portable 
inverted 
Vee that works 40, 20, 15, 
and 10 meters, all without 
an external tuner. Ground 
radials are unnecessary. A 
single mast provides sup-
port, and a 1:1 balun at the 

top feeds the coax lead-in.  
The antenna slopes to the 
ground at about 60 degrees 
and helps guy the mast.  
This design is similar to a 

dipole, but its sloping sides 
make it much less direc-
tional in radiation pattern. 
 
The initial mast fractured, 
probably because of high 

wind load. After rushing in 
a more substantial substi-
tute, wire elements were cut 
to length using an antenna 
analyzer.  An SWR below 

2:1 was 
achieved across 
all phone bands. 
Even with fro-
zen fingers the 
team was able to 
tune in stations 
in Crete and 
Finland. 
 
Working with 
Ronnie were 
Martin, 
W4FOT; 
George, K3GK; 
Michael, 
AI4GR; Doug, 
W9SPC; and Ed, 
KT4US.  The 

photo shows Ed, Ronnie, 
Doug, and Martin tipping 
the antenna into place 
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Solar Field Day is 
coming soon. The 
Club will need eve-
ryone who has a 
deep discharge bat-
tery to bring it Sat-
urday the 24th of 

June. We will cap 
(connect them to 
the solar panels and 
add charge))  the 
batteries on solar 
power at the event. 
Anyone who has a 

panel should bring it as 
well. This year we will 
also be serving South-
ern Fried Chicken. If 
anyone has a good rec-
ipe and is willing to 
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